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How are Children manipulated into being child soldiers?
Introduction
In reality, children are not only exploited by rebel militias but also state armed forces, and the effects of being children soldiers last a lifetime. Child soldiers are usually abducted from their homes with promises of security, money, and status, others are forced. Child soldiers are recruited for different reasons, the common reasons are that children are readily available in large numbers and can be easily manipulated by offering incentives or using terror strategies to scare them. In the Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah, the book illustrates the true story of the author and how he becomes a child soldier in Sierra Leone. This paper will explore the reasons why children are manipulated into being child soldiers giving evidence from the novel and research.
The underlying cause of civil conflicts is slow economic growth and low per-capita income. Rebel groups use civil wars as an economic opportunity; civil wars do not end through victory or negotiations. Research shows that children can be effective fighters because of their size and strength, and their enthusiasm to take risks that many adult soldiers would avoid. Child soldiers are also treated with respect which they did not enjoy as civilians once they become soldiers ("Understanding the Recruitment of Child Soldiers in Africa"). Ishmael Beah is recruited into a soldier and is manipulated into thinking that every killing will revenge his family’s death. The child soldiers become dependent on drugs such as cocaine and marijuana to inhibit their emotions. Ishmael at 13 years old has killed a lot of men and becomes numb to the reality of what he is doing. Ishmael focuses his safety and strength on his rifle, Corporal Gadafi has validated to his soldiers that during violent times, weapons are power. The author states “I had my gun now, and as the corporal always said, "This gun is your source of power in these times. It will protect you and provide you all you need if you know how to use it well" (Beah 124).
[bookmark: _GoBack]According to the “Child Soldiers Global Report 2008,” girls also fight and become wives for the boy and adult soldiers. Girls have no choice but to accept because refusal can lead to death or be raped. It is a grueling task for this children as they soon become mothers and have to take responsibility for taking care of the children in such a violent environment. In addition to motherhood, the repeated sexual assault by both adult and boy soldiers leads to diseases such as HIV/AIDS ("Social Issues: Child Soldiers"). In Memoirs of a Boy Soldier, when the author is taken to a rehabilitation center, he struggles to understand what he has done and to imagine the future. The compassion he acquires from Esther and his extended family enables him to forgive himself. The novel sheds light on how the author is a victim of violence, the civil war turns him to a dangerous soldier and the pain of losing his friends and family is elevated by the ambiguity of each day in the rebel camp. Beah’s dreams during his childhood are obliterated and now he focuses on surviving each day. In the novel, he proclaims “One of the unsettling things about my journey, mentally, physically, and emotionally, was that I wasn't sure when or where it was going to end. I didn't know what I was going to do with my life. I felt that I was starting over and over again” (Beah 69).
Conclusion
This paper explores the reasons why children are manipulated into being child soldiers giving evidence from the novel and research. International corporations and governments around the world have deepened the knowledge of children soldiers to prevent recruitment and support the integration of this children back to the society. Understanding the recruitment process is one of the best ways to design reintegration programs that will prevent future employment of child soldiers.
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